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The integrated use of information and communication technologies has boosted the adoption of a new generation of collaborative learning approaches. Under the umbrella concept “Computer Supported Collaborative Learning” (CSCL), e-Learning approaches in higher education pay growing attention to efficient, effective and satisfying ways of working and learning together. It has been argued that collaboration in itself does not result in learning. Building on evidence obtained from traditional face-to-face collaborative learning, a series of studies have been set up to develop effective and efficient collaboration set up that result in higher levels of knowledge processing and learning performance. Key characteristics of successful CSCL-designs  build on small group size, clearly structured group tasks, scripting, role assignment and reflective activities. Empirical evidence will be presented that was obtained in the domain of pharmaceutical, medical, psychological, and instructional sciences.

